2009 District Chapter Meeting ---focus list
****This is the list for both the regular and novice CDE*****
All the district level Chapter Meeting CDE motions for members and from the judges will come from the following list.  Other motions on the approved list for Indiana should be considered available for the Section ---and anything in RONR is available for the State.

Privileged:


Fix time to which to adjourn


Adjourn


Recess

Incidental:


Parliamentary inquiry


Division of Question

Subsidiary:


Previous Question


Extend or Limit Debate


Postpone Definitely


Refer to Committee


Amend


Postpone Indefinitely

Main Motion

Unclassified (bring back motions)


Reconsider


Rescind

Commentary: While the list is somewhat shorter than the state’s approved list---should not indicate a recommendation to not teach the whole list plus more.  For example, the state’s list leaves out some very usable motions such as “amend something previously adopted”  an example of a motion that very likely should be used more rather than the confusion that often exists about what to do—need to amend a past motion, correct minutes already approved, etc..

Fix time to which to adjourn------only one simple use of this motion---set the time at which the current session will reconvene.  DO NOT confuse with the non-privileged use of the motion to adjourn which is sometimes referred to as “fix time AT which to adjourn” (Not a RONR motion). 


Adjourn---as privileged can not be qualified as to when---must mean immediately---BUT could be used as an incidental main motion (non privileged) such as “adjourn in 15 minutes”, “adjourn at 3pm”, “adjourn until May 15”, etc…  For purposes of the contest at the district level in line with “state approved list” it is to be privileged (my take on it.) 

Why no “lay on the table”:  This is likely the most abused/misused motion in parliamentary procedure.  The motion according to RONR (our parliamentary authority of record) is only to be used when “an emergency” item of business needs to be handled right now---important enough to need to set aside the current pending question/motion.  Very often it is used instead of “postpone definitely” (also called: “postpone to a certain time”).  Lay on the table ----those are the total words for the motion---any qualification is not in order---that is, a motion such as “lay on the table until the next meeting” is not correct usage.   A point: since it is to only be used in an emergency situation---what if it is brought up and chair asks nature of emergency and the person say “none” then technically the motion is “out of order”. 

