State 4-H/FFA Ag. Judging Committee

Minutes form the November 7, 2006 meeting
Clint Rusk called the meeting to order at 4:12 p.m.  Introductions were made and members present included: Bob Allen, Anna Ariens, Jane Ann Beard, Kraig Bowers, Carl Broady, Hank Carson, Tiffany Douglas, Jill Early, Duane Huge, Glen Jones, Heather Millett, Dan Ritter, Clint Rusk, Rena Sheldon, Gary Simmons, Diane Stouffer, Hugh Tonagel, and Ron Wamsley.  
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved with a motion made by Jill Early and seconded by Glen Jones to accept the minutes as written. Changes to the agenda included adding a discussion of 7th & 8th grader FFA members to old business. A financial report was presented by Clint Rusk with an ending balance of $8484.40 compared to last year which had an ending balance of $8283.95.  It was brought to the committee’s attention that the additional registration fees seemed to be holding the account at a similar balance over the past year. Clint passed out a report illustrating the number of participants that were involved in each state CDE the previous year, with a break-down on the number of juniors, senior 4-H members, and FFA members. 
Committee Reports

We then proceeded to discuss the various CDEs and how to address issues that may have arisen, ways to improve the CDEs or things to expect in the future. 
Dairy Goats - Clint Rusk gave kudos to Dale Griffin who stepped-in and made sure this contest was run smoothly. This a contest that is in need of more help.
Meats - Clint talked about the upcoming meat contest that will be held the last Saturday of January which is the 27th. He spoke about the different guidelines for 4-H versus FFA. Cari Butcher is working on an electronic handbook titled, “A Coaches’ Guide to Meat Judging”. The goal is for this handbook to be made available before Christmas.
Dairy Food s – Carl Broady talked about his experience working with the National FFA Dairy Foods CDE and the ideas he gathered there. He also mentioned we still don’t have anyone on board from the Food Science Department to work with this CDE in technical assistance in 2007.
Dairy Cattle - Carl said that contestant numbers have remained constant at the State Dairy Cattle CDE, with little change. He also addressed the concerns that teachers had concerning logical classes.  If officials are arguing over the placing of the class, then how can a teenager be expected to place the class correctly. We also need to monitor the officials so the evaluation of students is more fair or equal across the board.
Livestock - Clint spoke to the committee about adding a meat goat class to the contest. After much discussion, Ron Wamsley moved to add a trial class of female Boer goats for “placing only” at the area and state levels in 2007.  The motion was seconded by Hank Carson. The voting results revealed only one person in opposition. Clint said his plan at the state level was to have the class available during registration with someone to speak to members about how they would be placed and why.
Horse and Pony - Colleen Brady announced that the 2007 contest would be on May 5th at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds. The horse and pony committee does not anticipate any issues this year because the Hendricks County Fairground renovations are complete. She also added that both judging classes and oral reasons would be given on-site. Dr. Brady handed-out fliers on horse judging camps and mentioned that the Hoosier Horse Fair would be on April 1st.
Poultry - Colleen also addressed the poultry contest and said there would be no changes for the coming year.  The 2007 contest will be held at Purdue on May 19th.
Soils - Carl gave a rundown on the State Soils CDE, which was held on November 4th in LaPorte County. Contestant numbers remained fairly similar to last year, with a drop of only three individuals. Dr. Broady mentioned that there were Scantron issues, but not nearly as many as when scorecards were hand-scored. Most errors were coming from student transposition. The committee suggestion was to change to one-sided Scantron cards. The changes that were initially introduced to take place at this year’s contest were delayed.  There will be a more definite proposal at the June, 2007 meeting.  The date for the 2007 State Soils CDE will be November 3rd. Note to add Gary Steinhardt to the June Agenda.
Skill-A-Thon – Heather Millett said there was an increase in the number of students at this year’s State Skill-a-thon CDE.  She also spoke about needing officials and said the committee would be losing Rose Scherer, who helped with the meat portion of this year’s CDE.
Horticulture – Kathryn Orvis noted that as of today, the 2007 Horticulture CDE will be held on August 3rd.  She asked the committee what they thought about moving the contest to mid-September.  Dr. Orvis will research the options of moving the contest, possibly to the same day as the Purdue Soils Invitational, with hopes that this may increase participation. The committee will vote at the June meeting for the change to take effect in 2007.
Crops - Kathryn also noted that there are no changes to the State Crops CDE to be held on December 9th at Purdue University.  She will be mailing-out the grain grading exams and other materials for area contests yet this week.

Wildlife Habitat - Natalie Carroll spoke about new resources being available that cover management plans and flashcards. She also noted that the 2007 State Wildlife Habitat CDE will be held on April 14th at the Big Oaks Refuge.
Entomology – Dr. Carroll noted that the next State Entomology CDE will be held on December 9th at Purdue.  Many of the state kits need updated.  This is a project that is being looked into.  Dr. Carroll noted that you can buy a complete kit from Carolina Biological, but it is quite expensive.
Forestry - Natalie urged the committee to refer to the question bank when preparing for the State Forestry CDE.  Coaches should read the update that she sent out via e-mail. Dr. Carroll thanked the many Ag teachers that assisted in developing the bank of test questions for the State Forestry CDE.  All state test questions will come directly from the question bank.  The ID portion of the contest will be completed on Scantron cards. The committee may try a staggered start for two groups at the State CDE, instead of waiting until the first group is finished before the second group begins.
Old Business

Clint Rusk opened the floor for old business.  Duane Huge presented the research on the amendment to change pre-vocational students to junior FFA members. Duane had done a survey via e-mail with 12 replies in favor, 1 questioning the move and 2 replies against. This amendment would affect the Dairy and Livestock contests. After lengthy discussion, Glen Jones moved to accept the amendment which reads: 

(Page 18 A- 5)
5. Junior FFA teams must be made-up of members who originate from the school where they would normally attend and be Junior FFA members in the 7th and 8th grades.  Junior FFA members may not compete as a member of a Senior FFA team.
(Page 19 C-6)

6. A Junior FFA team that competes at Area and qualifies for State in a CDE that does not offer a junior division would compete in the FFA division at the State Contest.

Tiffany Douglass seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
New Business

Clint Rusk opened the floor for new business.  Kraig Bowers moved to strike line C3 from page 19 of the State Ag. Judging Handbook and add Meats and Skill-A-Thon on page 19 line C4.  Duane Huge seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion carried.  The next meeting of the State Ag. Judging Committee will be at Purdue University on the first day of the Ag Teachers’ Summer Workshop. With no further new business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by, 

Anna Ariens

