INDIANA FFA ORGANIZATION



Freshman Extemporaneous Public Speaking

CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENT
DESCRIPTION 
FFA members are given an agriculture topic on which to give an impromptu speech. 
OBJECTIVE 
Students will be able to: 

1. Express themselves on a given subject without extensive preparation or rehearsal. 

2. Formulate remarks for a limited presentation time. 

3. Discuss a subject in a clear, concise manner. 

4. Become familiar with current agricultural issues. 
Preparation Suggestions

1. There is no such thing as too much preparation. Thirty minutes at the contest is not enough time if you have not researched and clearly understood the basics of the potential topics. Organized reference material is a must if you hope to prepare a quality speech in the time frame allotted.

2. Practice, Practice, Practice…..While you do not know what the specific topic is you will draw; you can still practice developing a speech that follows the rubrics/scorecard. Give as many practice speeches as you can using contest conditions and you will be ready.

GUIDELINES 
Reference Materials: Contestants are allowed reference material in the contest preparation room. Each contestant may have no more than five items. Each item may be a notebook, folder, or a printed book. A notebook or folder may consist of no more than 100 pages (50 pages of double sided copies). All materials in the notebook should be original printed materials or photocopies of original materials. They cannot contain notes, speeches prepared by the candidate, or random notes prepared by another person for use in this contest. Printed books are not limited to the number of pages in the book. Materials found not in compliance will be confiscated and returned after the contest. 
Topic Selection: The contestants will randomly draw three speech topics out of eight possible topics. After selecting the topic that they desire to speak on out of the three, all three topics will be returned to the original group of topic areas prior to the next drawing. 
Topics Areas: Topics will relate to current agricultural issues, including, but no limited to, the following: Environment 

Agricultural Technology (including GMO’s and Bio-Fuels) 

Animal Agriculture 

Agricultural Careers 

Trade and Economics 

Agricultural Policy 

Food Safety 
Natural Resources
Time: Contestants will have 30 minutes from drawing their topic to prepare for their speech. 

One additional contestant will be admitted at 15 minute intervals as the preparation schedule progresses. Speeches should be between two and four minutes, with time deductions of one point per second for time over or under. A timekeeper in the contest room will hold up a sign at two minutes, and if needed, again at four minutes. 

Questions: At the conclusion of the speech, judges will ask three to five questions pertaining to the speaker’s subject. Contestants will have five minutes to answer. 
Note Card Usage: Note cards will be provided to each contestant for use during the 30 minute preparation period. Contestants may use note cards while speaking but deductions may be made if the note card use detracts from the effectiveness of the presentation. Contestants’ note cards must be turned in at the conclusion of the presentation. A podium may be used at the discretion of the candidate. 
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	Possible

Points
	Points
	Comments

	CONTENT RELATED TO TOPIC
	
	
	

	Appropriateness of the total speech content to the topic selected
	60
	
	

	Extent to which the speaker addressed the topic selected
	60
	
	

	Suitability of the material used
	60
	
	

	Accuracy of the statements
	60
	
	

	Relationship to the content of agriculture
	60
	
	

	TOTAL
	300
	
	

	ORGANIZATION OF MATERIALS
	
	
	

	Organization of contents
	10
	
	

	Unity of thought
	20
	
	

	Logical development
	20
	
	

	Language used
	10
	
	

	Sentence structure
	10
	
	

	Accomplishment of purpose-conclusion
	15
	
	

	Material related to sub-topic
	15
	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	
	

	POWER OF EXPRESSION
	
	
	

	Communicative ability including: fluency, emphasis, directness and sincerity
	50
	
	

	Conveyance of thought and meaning
	50
	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	
	

	STAGE PRESENCE
	
	
	

	Personal appearance
	25
	
	

	Poise and body posture
	25
	
	

	Attitude, confidence and personality
	25
	
	

	Ease before an audience
	25
	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	
	

	GENERAL EFFECT
	
	
	

	Extent to which the speech was interesting, understandable, convincing, pleasing and held attention
	50
	
	

	Evidence of purpose
	50
	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	
	

	RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS
	
	
	

	Ability to answer the questions on the speech, which are asked by the judges, indication originality, familiarity with subject and ability to think quickly.
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	
	

	Gross Total Points:
	1000
	
	

	Less Time Deduction**                         ** 1 point/second over, determined by the timer
	
	
	

	Net Total Points:
	
	
	

	Participant Ranking:
	
	
	


Effective January 2011

